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CHarity SUNDAY: NOVEMBER 25 


t is intentional that the 
I Church has set aside Sunday, 

November 25, for the Annual 
Charity Sunday Offering. Just 
three days after Thanksgiving 
Day in the United States and a 
few weeks after Thanksgiving 
Day in Canada, Charity Sunday 
was established during a time 
when as citizens of our nations, 
we recall the abundant material 
blessings, the opportunities and 
freedoms we PERSE SIU o A AN 
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In our societies, however, there 
are those who do not have 
stability of a home life, 
nourishment, shelter, who are not 
well represented in the governing 
assemblies, and whose plight 
reflects badly on our own well- 
being. The number of children, 
women and men of all ages who 
are in these general categories is 
growing at a disproportionate 
rate. 


We the faithful are determined 
to heed what the Didache states: 
““Share everything with your 
brother. Do not say, ‘It is private 
property.’ If you share what is 
everlasting, you should be that 
much more willing to share 
things which do not last.’’ 


The great Fathers of the 
Church were not only theologians 
defining dogmas of faith, but 
were ardent critics of the rich and 
champions for the poor. St. 
Ambrose said: ‘‘Instead of giving 
to the poor out of what is yours, 
you are only restoring something 
of that which belongs to him. For 
you have appropriated to be 
yours alone the things that were 
given as a common possession for 
the use of all.’’ St. John 
Chrysostom, who was always 
getting into trouble with the 
wealthy, including the imperial 
household, points out: ‘‘The 
accumulated wealth of the rich 
are the necessities of the poor. 
They who possess wealth, possess 
the goods of others.’ 

St. Gregory the Great appeals 
to the basis of our actions as 
found in the Old Testament, too. 
““The Lord tells us by the mouth 
of the prophet, ‘The kind of 
fasting I want is this: Remove the 
chains of oppression and the yoke 
of injustice, and let the oppressed 
go free. Share your food with the 
hungry and open your homes to 
the homeless poor. Give clothes 
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to those who have nothing to 
wear, and do not refuse to help 
your own relatives’.’’ (Isaiah 
58:6,7) 

What beautiful words of advi 
we have from St. Gregory of 
Nazianzus. ‘‘Give something 
however small to the one in nee 
for it is not small to one who ha 
nothing; neither is it small to 
God, if we have given what we: 
could. And if you have nothings 
give of your tears. Great is the 
comfort to the afflicted of the 
sympathy that comes from the 
heart.’’ 


With the outstanding record c 
the Holy Fathers of the Church 
and their moving words, we m 
be conscious that God does watd 
how we share the blessing give 
us; and, to be a Christian mea 
to give to others in the name of 
Christ. 


Parents, work with your 
children and give them some 
chore to do so that you can 
reward them with some funds 
that they can give to the Churck 
on Charity Sunday when the 
basket comes around for the 
second time. 


Senior citizens, even on a fixe 
income there is always somethi 
to share with others. Remember 
the Gospel story of the widow 
who took her offering, as small : 
it appeared to others, and gave | 
to the temple. In the eyes of thee 
Almighty, it was a great gift. 


| Newlyweds can share 
something with others during the 
first years of marriage; no one 
really thinks that there is ever 
enough to cover all costs for 
setting up a household; 
nevertheless, something should E 
shared with the needy. 


Business people are often 
approached to give for advertisir 
Continued on page i 
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service. 
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STEWARDSHIP 


(An article by Richard Reidy in the O.C.A. Resource Handbook, 
continued from SOLIA, October 1990, pp. 6-11) 


Is There An Alternative? 
xperience shows that there is a way that is 
[, more theologically sound and much more 
spiritually challenging than the approaches I 
just described. At this point we must go back into 
Scripture for our background. The book of Genesis 
begins with the words: 
In the beginning God created the 
heavens and the earth. 
The theme of God's ownership is a recurring | 
theme in both the Old and the New Testaments. 
The writer of Deuteronomy, after listing many of 
_ the accomplishments of man’s hand — his house, 
the building of his herds and flocks, and his 
accumulation of money — then warns: 
Beware lest you say in your heart, “‘My 
power and the might of my hand has 
given me this wealth.’’ 
You shall remember the Lord your God, 
for it is he who gives you power to get 
wealth. 

God is the source and man is the recipient of 
God's gifts. In 1 Chronicles 29:14-16, King David 
prays: 

But who am I, and what is my people, 
that we should be able thus to offer 
willingly? For all things come from thee, 
and of thy own have we given thee... 
Lord our God, all this abundance that 
we have provided for building thee a 
house for thy holy name comes from thy 
hand and is all thy own. 

The same theme is caught by the prophet 
Malachi. Malachi chastises the people for 
withholding their offerings to God. He asks, ‘‘Will 
man rob God? Yet you are robbing me. But you 
say, ‘How are we robbing thee?’ In your tithes 
and offerings . . . Bring the full tithe into the 
storehouse.”’ | 

The assumption is that God is the owner of all 
things. Turning to the New Testament we hear the 
same basic principle sounded again. In the Parable 
of the Talents Jesus is saying that whatever we 
possess, we possess because it has been given by 
God’s hand. And from the gift, some return to 
God is expected. The Parable of the Laborers in 
the Vineyard describes the proposition that God is 
a giver of gifts and that God’s gifts exceed 
anything we can do to earn them. The words of 
the parable, ‘‘Am I not allowed to do what I 


NOVEMBER 1990 


PRAY FOR A FREE ROMANIA 


choose with what belongs to me,’’ put in the 
mouth of God, is a proclamation of God’s 
ownership of His creation. Indeed, the earth is the 
Lord’s, and we are the recipients of great gifts. 

It seems to me that any coherent theology of 
money, the earning, spending, and giving of it, 
must begin with this. 

This principle is expanded for a Christian in on 
magnificent way. The greatest gift of God to us 
has been the gift of His Son, Jesus Christ, and, 
through him, the opportunity to live in the power! 
of the Holy Spirit. Clearly, when we have thought 
about the gifts of the earth, life and the human 
qualities of body, brain, talents, and the like, and. 
identified these as gifts of God, we have only 
scratched the surface. 


The Motive For Giving 

Now, what has all this to do with our giving? It 
is my belief that all this sets the motive for giving, 
a motive which is at once biblically sound and 
fundamentally appealing. We give because that is 
one way we have of directly expressing our thanks: 
giving to God for these gifts. The purest of motiv 
for giving is to give because we have been given 
to. Giving can be our thankful response to God, 
who has given to us. 

It is critical to note what that kind of motive 
does to (or for) the giver. To ask him to give out 
of thanksgiving is to ask him to relate creatively 
with his God and not to a parish budget. This 
makes giving a matter of spiritual life rather than : 
matter of parish survival. It asks a person to be a 
Christian with his money and not just a fund rais 
or a budget supporter. 

It seems, at least to me, that a foundation built 
on these principles is not only desirable but 
essential to any stewardship effort. Indeed, built on 
such a foundation, our considerations of 
stewardship can then open up the genuine 
possibilities of spiritual growth, both in the life of 
the individual Christian and in the life of the 
parish as a whole. 

But how does all that relate to our need to 
Support a parish program and budget? There are 
two clear implications in what we are saying. 

1. If Christian stewardship is anchored in the 
relationship of a person and his money, then 
Christian stewardship will relate to a person’s 
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WHAT ARE 
ANGELS? 


by Mother Alexandra 


ngels in the Bible are 
referred to simply as 
| accepted fact. Although 
Jey are mentioned over two 


Aysical descriptions. But, first of 
il, when referring to these 
dlestial beings we should 
Aderstand that the term “angel”! 
Iloosely and inaccurately used, 

ir in Greek it simply means 
messenger.’’ Angels and 
ichangels, although spirit, are 
bt supernatural. God alone is 
ipernatural, for He alone is 
hcreated. Like us, the holy 
hgels are created, natural 

sings, as much a part of our 
orld as we ourselves. ““ Yes, in 
m all created things took their 
ting, heavenly and earthly, 
sible, and invisible . . .”’ (Col. 
116). 


| An angel has character, 
dividuality, and a will of his 
n, much as we have; but in 
her ways angels do not 

semble us. When, to make 
mself manifest to us, an angel 
kes on human semblance, he is 
ever physically like a human 
sing, but only a mental image 


of one. If we are so little aware 
of them, it is because we do not 
as a rule see them with our 
mortal eyes, and our spiritual 
perception is either dulled or 
underdeveloped. 


In seeking to better understand 
the angelic nature, we should 
turn to our knowledge of God 
rather than to our knowledge of 
man. St. Basil says that in his 
eyes, ‘‘Their substance is a 
breath of air or an immortal fire, 
and this is why they are localized 
or become visible in the shape of 
their own bodies to those who are 
worthy to see them.’’ St. Basil 
means that they take on a visible 
individuality expressed in human 
form, though not humanly 
tangible. The holy angels, from 
the beginning of their creation, 
are completed beings, but 
without material form. 


Angels are of a superiority all 
but incomprehensible to us, but 
they are a part of our lives: by 
God’s boundless mercy, they are 
destined, in the great moments of 
history, to be the heralds of the 
Most High to man below; they 
are, as well, our guides, 
guardians, mentors, protectors, 
and comforters from birth to the 
grave. 


Angels are pure integral spirits: 
they are not confined to time or 
space; they know neither youth 
nor old age, but life ever at its 
fullest. We can barely envision 
for ourselves even a shadowy 
image of their majesty, might, 
and power, or grasp the lightning 
that is their movement, ‘‘So the 
living creatures came and went, 
vivid as lightning flashes’’ (Ezek. 
1:14). Furthermore, mortals 
cannot begin to understand the 
freedom of the holy angels and 
the scope of their intellects, 
untrammeled by physical brains. 
Crystal clear and faultless, 
knowing no pain or frustration, 
unhindered by doubt or fear, 
neither male nor female, they are 
beauty, love, life and action 
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welded into individual 
unutterable perfection. ‘‘Thou 
wilt have thy angels be like the 
winds, the servants that wait on 
thee like a flame of fire’’ (Ps. 
103:4). In a certain sense, if it 
can be so expressed, they are the 
individualized selfness of God’s 
own attributes. 


The holy angels stand in the 
presence of God beholding the 
face of the Lord. ‘‘Angels are 
more than the bearers of divine 
messages and the guides of men: 
they are bearers of the very 
Name and Power of God. There 
is nothing rosy or weakly poetical 
in the Angels of the Bible: they 
are flashes of the light and 
strength of the Almighty Lord.” 
Their being is sustained by God’s 
goodness, and they participate in 
his might, wisdom and love. 
They are uplifted by their 
perpetual praise and 
thanksgiving. Uplifted Godwards, 
from their beginning it has been 
the angels’ greatest joy to choose 
freely for God and to give him 
their undaunted flow of life in 
unending love and worship. 


The Lord has set up his throne in 
heaven, rules with universal sway. 
Bless the Lord, all you angels of 
his; angels of sovereign strength, 
that carry out his commandment, 
attentive to the word he utters; bless 
the Lord, all you hosts of his, the 
servants that perform his will; bless 
the Lord, all you creatures of his, 
in every corner of his dominion; and 
thou, my soul, bless the Lord (Ps. 
102-°19-22). 

From earliest times, these 
angelic hosts were conceived as 
divided into three hierarchies; St. 
Dionysius the Areopagite called 
them ‘‘choirs.’’ This is the most 
fitting term as their whole activity 
is like an eternal song of praise 
and thanksgiving to the Most 
High. 

The Archangels have distinct 
individualities and are an order 
of celestial beings in themselves. 

Continued on page > 
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They are messengers, like the 
Angels. There are seven 
Archangels, the first four of 
whom are mentioned by name in 


the books of the Bible. 


A. Michael (Who Is Like God?) 
The greatest leader of the 
heavenly host. It was he who 
overcame the Dragon (Lucifer) 
and thrust him out of Paradise. 


B. Gabriel (The Man of God). 
The Angel of the Annunciation. 
C. Raphael (The Healing of 
God). The chief of the guardian 
angels, and the one who bears 

our prayers to the Lord. 


D. Uriel (The Fire of God). The 
interpreter of prophecies. ‘The 
names of the other three 
archangels are not found in the 
Scriptures. ‘‘Like God, Man of 
God, Healing, Fire.’’ Here in the 
utter simplicity of the 
interpretations of the archangelic 
names, we get momentary 
glimpses of their personalities, 
through which their relationship 
to God becomes more apparent 
as does their power and 
influence. The Areopagite gives a 
wondrously clear definition: ““An 
angel is an image of God, 
manifestation of the invisible 
light, a burnished mirror, bright, 
untarnished, without spot or 
blemish, receiving (if it is 
reverent to say so) all the beauty 
of the absolute divine goodness, 
and (so far as may be) kindling 
in itself, with unalloyed radiance, 
the goodness of the secret 
silence.”’ 

The Church’s recognized faith 
in angels is founded on the Holy 
Scriptures and Holy Tradition; 
the same applies to its official 
teaching regarding Satan as the 
“fallen angel.’’ Although our 
primary purpose is to deal with 
the “good angels,’’ we cannot 
fully comprehend their role in 
man’s destiny, unless we are 
familiar with the role of Satan, 
the ‘‘prince of this world,” and 
his angels, the angels of darkness. 
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Satan, before he became prince 
of the netherworld, was the 
greatest of all the heavenly hosts. 
He was called Lucifer, ““the 
bearer ot light," and held his 
place at the very summit of 
created perfection. In spite of his 
fall, he is much closer in the 
order of nature to God than to 
man, for being pure spirit, he is 
deathless and ageless; he partakes 
of all the attributes of the angelic 
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world, neither space nor time 
encumber him, and his intellect is 
clarity itself. We must never for a 
moment forget Satan’s spiritual 
nature and the fewness of his 
limitations. These are only 
understandable when we see him 
— as we must see all the angels 
— in relationship to God. 

The angels’ mastery over the 
physical world is not at all to be 
compared to God’s sovereignty. 
The angels’ is a ministerial, 
relative mastery, not a creative, 
absolute one; they can put to use 
the powers and principles 
implanted in nature by God, but 
they cannot call those powers and 
principles into being. 

““Caught by the undeniable 
beauty, perfection, goodness of 
his own angelic nature, fully 
comprehended, Lucifer loved it. 
That was as it should be, but his 
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love refused to budge a step beyoi 
this, refused to look beyond the? 
angelic perfection to its Divine 
source; he insisted upon resting; 
in that beauty to find there 
fullness of happiness, to be 
sufficient unto himself. As is the 
way of pride, Lucifer isciated 
himself (as pride insists) to the 
exclusion of all else; and this wi’ 
no excuse: without ignorance, 
without error, without passion, 
without previous disorder in his 
angelic will. His was a sin of 
pure malice. (Walter Farrell) 


Thus, Satan fell from his high 
estate because he would not fulf 
his role, and lost for all time tha 
place for which he was created. 
This is Lucifer’s damnation, ana 
of all those who followed him, 
it from the angelic world or our 
own. All those who choose false? 
goals follow Satan and thus runt 
the risk of forever losing God. I 
his agony and fury, the devil 
seeks to destroy and so carries 
others with him into a misery as 
absolute as his erstwhile celestiah 
Joy. For him there is no error ir 
judgment; he knows what he 
does, and that is why his name 
Satan, the adversary, and why 
his power is inferior only to the: 
power of God. Remember, 
however, that Satan’s power 
equals that of the cherubim, anc 
that he does unceasing battle wit 
the heavenly hosts, led by St. 
Michael, their standard-bearer. 


Nowhere is the story of Satan 
fall more splendidly depicted th 
in St. John the Divine’s 
magnificent vision in the Book 
Revelation. We must, at the 
same time, keep in mind that St 
John is giving a symbolic accour 
of the heavenly war which begar 
long before the earth’s creation, , 
and in which the Church is still 
engaged: 

Fierce war broke out in heaven, 
where Michael and his angels 
fought against the dragon. The 
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is Grace, Bishop NATHANIEL, called the 
Episcopate Council into session for 
September 22, 1990, at the Diocesan 

ter, ‘‘Vatra Româneasca.”” Present were: 
erend Fathers L. Lazar, R. Rosco, G. Becker, 
Treff and lay members: D. Poroch, C. 

eleanu, L. Dajdea, E. Bujea, A. Scala, A. 

u, G. Cantor; ex-officio: G. Danis (AROY); 
legal counsel; R. Muresan. 

aving considered the disturbances in the 

ronto and Vancou'e! parishes, the consensus 

s that while exhausting all attempts at 
onciliation, the Bishop should strictly apply the 
laws and Canons of the Church in such cases as 
sident clergy and laity. 

aving heard that Mr. Aurel Radulescu was 
ained a priest by a hierarch of the Greek 
chdiocese, the Episcopate Council asked His 

ace to seek more information on this unusual 
ion using the office of External Affairs of the 
thodox Church in America. Fr. Radulescu 
poses a ‘‘Romanian Orthodox Church in 
aspora’’ under the Ecumenical Patriarchate. 
The Holy Transfiguration Orthodox Monastery, 
lwood City, Pennsylvania, has revised its original 
ilding plans and will construct additional needed 
ing and working areas onto the present structure 

a cost near $500,000. The Board of Trustees 
d the Sisterhood met on October 11 to review 
e bids. Very Rev. Mother Abbess, 
HRISTOPHORA, speaking for the Sisterhood, 
‘pressed the contentment of the monastery at its 
ise decision. 

Fr. Gregory Becker will chair a committee to 

vestigate the issue of Camp personnel stipends 

ad the possible increase of the camp registration 
(oe 

The third section of St. Mary cemetery has been 
>mpleted at a cost of $41,000 and opened for lot 
urchases at $500 each. Burial of faithful has 
ready taken place and over 50 lots have been 
ssigned. 

The Bishop’s office was asked to send a letter to 
e parishes urging them to adopt the Basic 
Ainimum Salary Requirement Schedule. 

Following the decision of the Episcopate 
'ongress, the Bishop's Office will be asking the 
arishes to study the Bylaws and address their 
uggestions for revisions to a committee for this 
fork. A Legislative Congress is scheduled for 
992. 

The Episcopate Council will be called into 
ession for two days for the clergy and the lay 
elegates. The Bishop’s Office will inform the 
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EPIsScOPATE COUNCIL MEETING 


parish offices of the schedule before election of new 
delegates in January 1991. 

After having heard His Grace report on the 
Assistance to Romania, the Episcopate Council 
decided to seek to purchase an appropriate space in 
Bucharest to house the ‘‘Help For Romania’’ and 
‘‘Help The Children of Romania’’ Funds. Further 
consideration was given to working closely with an 
orphanage or possibly opening one in Romania 
with our own staff of workers. The project to work 
with the children suffering AIDS was discussed, 
and after more planning, action may be taken. 

A LAB SYSTEM laboratory for the city of Sibiu 
was discussed. The Council voted to cover the cost 
of $43,000 for the unit from the Help the Children 
of Romania Fund. Screening for HIV, Hepatitis 
and other diseases will be facilitated through this 
laboratory. The Romanian government has already 
purchased seven of the same units for service in 
other areas of the country. 

A special project for the “SF. VINERI 
BISERICA”” was announced to the Council at the 
request of members of St. George parish, Toronto. 
The Council gave approval to the committee for 
the reconstruction of this monumental church to 
ask for assistance from the Episcopate’s parishes. 

The Episcopate will finalize arrangements with a 
law firm in Washington to lobby for the Romanian 
American community. 

Father Laurence Lazar informed the Council 
that our members, voting members, contribute an 
average of $2.32 to the diocese over the $20.00 
annual dues, and only 20% of the parishes fulfill 
all financial obligations to the diocese. 

Mr. Muresan, Legal Advisor, informed the 
members that an Autumn mediation in the NIKA 
CASE is anticipated. The Council will be kept 
informed of the activity. 

Part of the reason for holding the session at the 
Vatra was for the members to walk the grounds 
with His Grace and to envision project needs and 
concerns for the diocesan center in 1991 and the 
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MORE NEWS FROM THE 
FI. QU'APPELLE CENTRE 


V. Rev. Fr. Archimandrite Martinian, busy as 
usual, has informed us that he has collected up to 
$2,200 for the new well at the Centre. Assistance 
for the project also came from the Episcopate and 
AROY. God Bless you, Fr. Martinian, for your 
constant strength and love for the Church. % 
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Hoty TRANSFIGURATION 
MONASTERY 
BOARD MEETING 


ctober 11 was the date for 
O the Joint Annual Meeting 
of the Board of 
Trustees and the Executive 
Committee of the Monastery, 
held on site. Presiding was His 
Grace, Bishop NATHANIEL, 
and present were V. Rev. 
Mother Abbess, 
CHRISTOPHORA, Mothers 
Elizabeth, Justina, Michaila 
Pachomia, and Xenia; Board 
members: V. Rev. George 
Brunish, Irene Mazanek and 
John Regule. 


The Treasurer’s report was 
read and approved subject to 
audit. 


Discussion centered on the bid 
for the addition to the monastery 
facilities; a decision was made to 
seek other bids and appropriate 
guidance as to acceptability of the 
bids. The Monastery, although 
having a sizeable amount for the 
project, is authorized to borrow 
up to $200,000. 


The Executive Committee is 
comprised of members of the 
community who are solely in 
charge of the administration of 
the day-to-day operation of the 
Monastery. Each of the mothers 
charged with a duty has excelled 
in service to the community. 


Lay members of the Board, 
Attorney John Regule and V.R. 
Brunish will assist the community 
in seeking information on the 
loan. 


Work on the new addition is 
planned for late autumn and will 
include: 16 bedrooms with 
individual bath; community 
room, utility rooms and storage 
areas, large dining room, kitchen, 
bakery, public facilities, a garage. 
Architect for the project is JOHN 
N. GRUITZA of Sharon, 


Pennsylvania. 4 
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Or FLOWING ICONS 
IN CoPTIC CHURCH 


n May 15, 1990, the Rev. 
O Mikhail Mikhail of St. 
Mark Coptic 
Orthodox Church in Cleveland, 
Ohio, on the feast of St. 
Athanasius of Alexandria, noticed 
a steady flow of oil from the icon 
of the Virgin Mary. Present and 
witnessing the event was also the 
Bishop of Port Said, His Grace, 
TADROS. The bishop annointed 
the faithful with the oil at the 
conclusion of the vesper service. 

Five days later, after the 
Divine Liturgy, oil flowed again 
from the same icon and also from 
the icon of the Lord. The flow 
continued from May 22 through 
June 4, and during this time, 
sweet fragrances filled the church 
although no incense was used. 

During this time, visitors of 
various denominations witnessed 
the flow of oil. ‘‘I think the 
miracle has something to do with 
what is happening in the Middle 
East,’’ said one. ‘‘I did see the 
oil; I believe it is Christ telling us 
we are sinners, but that there is a 
God,”’’ said another. Said 
another, ““It is a wonderful 
blessing. I never expected this.” 

St. Mark has about 200 
Egyptian families as members. 
Fr. Mikhail noted: “It is a 
miracle that so many people have 
come here to pray for themselves 
and for others. God reveals 
himself in different ways. We 
have been blessed by the oil, and 
now we are to dedicate ourselves 
to serve one another.” 

In Egypt, in 1968, Fr. Mikhail 
also saw the vision of the Virgin 
over the church, El Ziton, a 
vision seen often by Christians 
and Muslims alike. ‘‘This miracle 
is a sign from God for Americans 
to renew their spiritual values 
and to put aside materialism.”’ 
When asked if there was a 
scientific explanation for the 
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HIERARCHAL 
SCHEDULE 


September 23, Sunday. 
Dearborn Hgts., MI. Sts. Pete: 
& Paul. Divine Liturgy. 

October 6, Saturday. St. 
Mary Chapel, Vatra. Burial 
service for John Sandru. 

October 7, Sunday. Dearbori 
Hgts., MI. Sts. Peter & Paul. 
Divine Liturgy. Festive Banquet : 
for 61st Anniversary. 

October 10, Wednesday. 
Detroit, MI. Mid-West Diocesan 
Synod. Concelebrated Divine 
Liturgy with His Beatitude 
Theodosius. 

October 11, Thursday. 
Ellwood City, PA. 
Transfiguration Monastery. In 
the morning, meeting with clerg 
of Episcopate re: Help for 
Romania project. In the evenings 
Annual Meeting of the Board of 
Trustees. 


October 13-14. Falls Church, 
VA. Protection Ever Virgin 
Mary. Saturday, Great Vespers. 
Sunday, Divine Liturgy. Festive 
Banquet to celebrate Name Day 
of Church. 

October 15, Monday. 
Washington/McLean, VA. 
Morning meetings with Anne 
King, CORA lobbyist, and with 
officials of PACT. 

October 15, Monday evening | 
and’ 167°17 7718; Syosset, NY. 
Meeting of the Holy Synod. 

October 20-21. Warren, OH. 
Holy Resurrection. Saturday, 
U.S. Brotherhood Conference. 
Sunday, Divine Liturgy. 
Banquet. 


miracle, Fr. Mikhail said that he 
accepted the phenomenon as a 
miracle and saw no need for it to 
be explained. % 
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n Tuesday, September 18, and Wednesday, 
September 19, the Clergy of the Canadian 
Deanery gathered in Fort Qu’ Appelle, 
skatchewan, for a meeting and a retreat. The 
eting was opened on Tuesday evening with a 
yer by Father Nicolae Marioncu, the Dean. 
ong the items discussed were: 


1. The visit to Western Canada by His Grace 
Bishop Nathaniel; 


2. A pension plan for Canadian Clergy; 


3. Jointly-sponsored and coordinated workshops 
on stewardship, religious education, etc., in 
the various parishes of the Deanery; 


4. Joint meetings of all Orthodox Church in 
America and Romanian Episcopate clergy at 
the provincial level to provide for the best 
utilization of resources to meet the needs of 
the parishes and fulfill the goals of the 
Church; 


5. The possibility of holding the Episcopate 
Congress in the same city as the All America 
Council of the O.C.A. to decrease the costs of 

meeting in two places in one summer, and to 


for very little in our society. 

| The role models to which we are attracted 
yday are predominantly those we see on TV. Their 
ppearance is bigger than life. They are brought to us 
ith all the might and power modern technology can 
auster. Their impression and presentation so 
verwhelm us, we often remain unconscious of their 
mpact on our lives. ‘‘I have the Right to do whatever 
want. I can be promiscuous because I have the right 
5 do so. I can do whatever I wish and nobody has the 
ight to tell me I can't." 

Where do we fit into this great picture? As a 
nember of AROY and as Orthodox Christians, what 
re we to believe or think? Who is our role model to 
Je? 

St. Paul reminds us (Romans 12:2) that we should 
ot be conformed to this world, but be transformed to 
he will of God. This means we are not supposed to 
yecome like the world. Instead, we are supposed to 
yecome like God. 

Most everyone has played with clay, play-dough or 


T ruly we live in a time of abundance. We want 
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Messace From THE AROY 


SPIRITUAL ADVISOR 


CANADIAN DEANERY MEETING AND RETREAT 


increase the participation and visibility of the 
Episcopate in the Council. 
The retreat was held on Wednesday, and began 


with a Holy Liturgy celebrated by the Dean, with 
responses sung by the Deanery Clergy and Very 


Rev. Father Svetislav Balevich of the Holy Trinity 


Church (O.C.A.) in Moose Jaw, Saskatchewan. A 


spirit of unity with Christ and each other was felt 


by all the participants. Following a light breakfast, 


a letter was read from His Grace Bishop Nathaniel 
expressing greetings and challenges to the clergy. 

Father Balevich was the guest speaker for the 
retreat. In his presentation on ‘‘Stewardship and 
the Life of the Priest,’’ he emphasized the need of 
the Priest to follow the example of Christ in giving 
of himself. At the same time, the Priest must 
maintain a spirit of humility without showing 
weakness and compromising Christ. The talk was 
well-received and inspired a broad discussion 
among the participants and the speaker. 

In closing, a special word of thanks is extended 
to Mother Cassiana of the Protection of the Virgin 
Orthodox Monastery for preparing meals for the 


participants of the meeting and retreat. % 
Father Mirone R. Klysh 


something of that nature. We understand it can be 
shaped any way we want. Yet, the clay can never shape 
itself, But it takes the shape of the things that push 
against it or that it comes in contact with. One thing 
we, share in common with that glob of clay is the way 
we are influenced by our surroundings. Though we 
don’t change our shape, we do alter the way we talk, 
act and think. Our lives are molded by people we are 
with. ng 

Now, if we are like that ball of clay and are changed 
by whatever we come in contact with or by whatever 
influences us, isn’t it reasonable to agree that Christ 
can change us and we can become Christ-like by 
permitting him to be the one nearest us? Christ is 
present in our lives. Our baptism assures us we have 
put on Christ. In him we receive the blessings of God. 

Our AROY Organization is ‘Dedicated to 
Orthodoxy” and a life in Christ. We pray for God's 
continuing blessings permitting us to lead religious 
and reverent lives to the Glory of His Name. & 

Fr. George Treff 
AROY Spiritual Advisor 


SOLIA 


NATIONAL ORGANIZATION 
or OrTHODOx WOMEN 


OCA Becins 


is Grace, GREGORY, Bishop of Sitka and 
H all Alaska, announced the formation of a 

Diocesan Sisterhood which took place 
during the recent Diocesan Assembly. More than 
itty women from across the state met for two 
hours in organizing the sisterhood along the lines 
of the proposal from the All America Council held 
in St. Louis in 1989. 

Ihe action is the first of the territorial dioceses 
to establish a Diocesan Sisterhood in anticipation ol 
a National Orthodox Women’s organization. His 
Beatitude, Metropolitan THEODOSIUS, was 
present at the meeting and praised the efforts of 
Bishop GREGORY and the good intentions of the 
women of the diocese. 

Officers for the new Sisterhood which has taken 
the name of The Nativity of the Theotokos 
Diocesan Sisterhood of Alaska are: President: 
Linda Hope Wahl of Dillingham; Vice-President: 
Gladys Xenia Malone of Anchorage; Secretary: 
Laurie Elena Philemonoff of Anchorage; Treasurer: 
Joan Zoya Orloff of Anchorage. 

\ newsletter is in the process of being prepared 
to begin the good work of knitting the women of 
the diocese closer together in love and service to 
the Church. 

The oath of office was given at the Divine 
Liturgy on Sunday, at the conclusion of the 
assembly. 

ARFORA reaches out in great joy to this first 
Diocesan Sisterhood, auspiciously initiated in the 
cradle of American Orthodoxy and in the footsteps 
of our holy father, Saint Herman of Alaska. We 
look forward to the establishment of other Diocesan 
Sisterhoods across our land. 4 


income, how he earns it, how he spends it, and 
how he decides to return a portion of it to God. It 
does not relate to the Church’s program or budget 
needs. 
en 
Our need 1s to give to God and not to a budget. 
When we pledge to the Church, we are giving 


to God, and not just to the Church. 


2. It follows then, that the stewardship campaign 
needs to be conducted prior to the formation of the 
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he yet Gy E W A 1 ai Dai HI P Continued from page 3 
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His Beatitude, 
Metropolitan THEODOSIUS 


At the autumn session of the Holy Synod of 
Bishops ot the Orthodox Church in America, 
His Beatitude, Metropolitan THEODOSIUS, 
presented a check for almost $9,000 to His 
Grace, Bishop NATHANIEL, for the 
Episcopate’s assistance to Romania. The 
American Church, of which the ROEA is a 
diocese, has thus far given approximately 
$42,000 in financial assistance to the HELP 
FOR ROMANIA Fund. 

The members of the Holy Synod are kept 
informed of the efforts of the Episcopate and of 
the existing needs of the Romanian people. 
Prayers are offered in the churches throughout 
the United States and Canada for the well- 
being of the Romanian people and for the 
stability of the Church. a 


parish budget. The stewardship question ought 
never to be ‘‘How much do we need?’’ The basic 
question needs to be, ‘‘What do I have out of 
which I can conscientiously return to God?” Our 
need is to give to God and not to a budget. When 
we pledge to the Church, we are giving to God, 
and not just to the Church. Therefore, our appeal 
needs to be directed toward a person’s income, not 
toward the parish’s need. Parish budgets need to 


be considered only after the stewardship campaign 
is completed. % 
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1ELP For ROMANIA: 
Fr. Grama Visits 


Remus and Dna. Psa. Elena Grama in an 
lience with Metropolitan DANIEL Ciobotea 
oldavia at Varatec Monastery. To the far 
: Mother Nazaria, Superior. 


fter 10 years out of Romania, Fr. Remus 
™ Grama, Dna. Psa. Elena and Oliviana 
returned for a visit to Arpas (Fagaras) to 
family home. Father served his first liturgy (he 
s ordained by the late Archbishop VALERIAN) 
his village church. 
hile in Romania, Father Remus spoke for 
LP FOR ROMANIA and contacted Church 
1 other leaders to verify the distribution of help 
t by the Episcopate and the Brother’s Brother 
ndation and to also prepare for the forthcoming 
it of V. Rev. Mother ALEXANDRA to 
mania. He met with Metropolitan DANIEL, 
hops SERAPHIM and LUCIAN, Fr. 
rnicescu and Dr. Chirila. 
The packages sent to the orphans and elderly in 
. dioceses of Roman and Husi were distributed, 
were books to the University in Constanta and 
. American Library in Bucharest, and seeds to 
Ministry of Agriculture and medicines and 
1ipment to the hospitals and orphanages. Bishop 
JCIAN, with tears in his eyes, shared that the 
"of the children in an orphanage at receiving the 
bisco biscuits provided by us through Brother's 
other Foundation was overwhelming. 
A meeting with Metropolitan DANIEL took 
ce at the Varatec Monastery where a discussion 
the state of the Church in Romania and the 
mplex situation it faces in the new political 
vironment was held. 
The Church envisions a project called 
piridoneia’’ which is a complex of homes for the 
erly around the monasteries, such as Varatec 
d Agapia, where the care of the elderly would be 
ered by the monastics. 
A full account of his visit to Romania can be 


ind in the 1991 SOLIA CALENDAR. % 


Diocesan STEWARDSHIP 
ComMmmMIrrEE Meers 


The Commission on Stewardship had its first 
meeting on Saturday, September 21, at the Vatra 
Co-chairmen selected by the group were Rev. Fr. 
John Limbeson of California and Armand Scala of 
Washington, D.C.; Rev. Fr. George Treff is 
Secretary. 

An in-depth discussion on the definition of 
STEWARDSHIP occupied the first part of the 
meeting. 

Dr. Jean Sam, Mid-West Chairperson of 
Stewardship for the Antiochian Archdiocese, made 
a presentation to the Commission explaining the 
Archdiocesan Program and relating her experience 
with it over the past 15 years. 

Dr. Sam discussed at length the workshops that 
have been developed to help parishes in their 
stewardship and the program of the Archdiocese to 
train individuals who further educated others to 
carry the program to all parishes of the Church. 

The 1991 Episcopate Congress will emphasize 
Stewardship, and workshops will be conducted for 
clergy and laity. To facilitate the Episcopate’s 
Stewardship program, members of the Commission 
will participate in group workshops being offered 
by various organizations. 

Members of the Commission are: Rev. Frs. John 
Limbeson, George Treff, Dimitrie Vincent; 
Armand Scala, Mary Sankey, Virginia Shank, 
Richard Rogozan, George Cantor, Percy Avram, 
Dan Poroch and Mark Chestnut. Most of the 
members were present for the meeting. His Grace, 
Bishop NATHANIEL also participated at some of 
the sessions. 


New Curisrmas Carps: 
NEW ORTHODOX STYLE 
CHRISTMAS CARDS 


A small community of Orthodox Evangelical 
Nuns, Holy Redeemer Monastery, R.R. #2, Box 
362, Ladoga, IN, 47954, is offering three _ 
Christmas greeting cards with appropriate verses _ 
from St. John of Damascus, St. Efraem the Syrian 
and St. Leo the Great. 


"The cost for 12 cards of a single design or an 


assortment of 4 of each is $6.00. Please add $2.00 
for postage/shipping. 


"Make the check to the above monastery name 


and send to the address given. & 


PRAY FOR A FREE ROMANIA SOLIA 


PARISH 
BULLETIN 


NOTES 


Calgary, AB. St. Mary. Our 
Qu’ Amp Qu’ Appelle this summer 
was a great success. In addition 


to the regular classroom learning, 
the students had the opportunity 
to take part in Divine Liturgy at 
Dysart, SK, and the celebration 
of Fr. Nenson’s 20th anniversary 
of ordination; swimming almost 
every day; and visits at the 
Broken ‘‘L’’ Ranch... Our 
Parish Family sponsored a booth 
at the annual Heritage Day 
Festival and won Third Prize for 
their menu. 


Falls Church, VA. Protection 
St. Mary. The Church School 
has resumed with an enrollment 
of 25 pupils. We are expecting an 
exciting and fulfilling year . . . 
We are gratetul to have one of 
our parishioners, with his helpers, 
do all the electrical work needed 
to bring our facilities up to the 
standard specified by the local 
Fire Marshall . . . We welcome 
all members to join our choir and 
AI Our 
annual Parish Picnic was a 
winner. We had wonderful 
weather, a beautiful setting, 
delicious food, and great 
fellowship. 


attend the rehearsals . 


St. Paul, MN. St. Mary. 
Several of our children took part 
in the week-long Vacation Bible 
School program at St. George 
Greek Orthodox Church: Psa. 
Louisa was one of the instructors. 
One day they learned about the 
holy bread and made individual 
loaves to take home . . . We had 
beautiful services for the Holy 
Transfiguration Feast Day, with 
the traditional Blessings of the 
Fruits; and for the Name Day of 
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our parish, the Dormition of the 
Ever-Virgin Mary. 


Regina, SK. St. George. 
Church School has started for the 
children, also Teachings of the 
Church studies for the adults . . . 
We had a successful Exhibition 
Booth at the annual Festival, 
netting $10,000 . . . Our two 
AROY members, Ryan Gieni 
and Jeff Fritzsche had a great 
time visiting in the U.S. this 
summer. First, they attended 
Camp Vatra for two weeks, then 
spent about 10 days in Cleveland, 
and from there went to 
Hermitage, PA, as delegates to 
the AROY Conference which was 
a fabulous experience. They were 
pleased to accept the AROY 
Chapter Achievement Award and 
made a tentative offer to host the 
1993 Conference in Regina. 


Dearborn Hgts., MI. Sts. 
Peter & Paul. Many friends and 
relatives gathered to witness the 
Service of Thanksgiving and to 
have a gala celebration in honor 
of the 40th wedding anniversary 
of Walter and Mary Lazar. Their 
gifts, totalling more than $6,000, 
were donated to the parish to pay 
off the remainder on the church 
entrance project. Our sincere 
congratulations to the couple . . . 
God bless Mariana & John 
Stanulet who recently adopted a 
baby girl in Romania, little Elena 
Maria, age 11 months. 


Hermitage, PA. Holy Cross. 
We are pleased at the success of 
the AROY Conference we hosted 
and commend each one on the 


role he played . . . Our 
traditional Holy Cross banquet 
was well attended . . . The 


Shenango Valley Orthodox 
Chapel Group held their first 
practice at our parish and we are 
all enthusiastic at its prospects 

.. . Both our Church School and 
our Adult Bible Study have 


resumed their weekly sessions. 


PRAY FOR A FREE ROMANIA 


SOLIA 


September 19-October 18, 1 


FRIENDS 

$30.00 
Alexander Achim, Forestville, 
CI 


$24.00 
Doina Speriosu, Napa, CA 
$20.00 
Rev. Ignatie Valeanu, Chicago 
IL 
$12.00 : 
M/M George Bursan, Cuyahog 
Falls, OH 
M/M John Nasea, Redford, MI 
M/M John Mercea, Grosse 
Pointe Woods, MI 
M/M Donald Carson, Sterling 
Hts., MI 
Anita Podsudek, Skokie, IL 
Sophie B. Angelescu, Detroit, 
MI 
$4.50 
Rev. Dn. Constantin Lupascu, , 
Ft. Wayne, IN 


SUBSCRIPTIONS 
M/M Frank McPharlin, San 
Antonio, TX | 
Corneliu Vidican, Richmond, © 
MI 
Angela Barzotescu, Rosemead, 
CA 
Mircea Capsaz, Lansing, MI | 
John Rancu, Long Beach, CA © 
Dr. Basil Campean, Metuchen, 
NJ : 
Alexander Achim, Forestville, — 
CT (2 yrs.) 
Les Lutic, Edmonton, AB 


St. Louis, MO. St. Thomas. 
We had an exciting 3-day Churck 
School Summer Camp with the 
theme ‘‘Christian Charity 
Outreach,’’ and included a trip 
to Hosea House and packing 
materials for the needy people 
. . . Patricia Meyer has been 
accepted into the St. Stephen’s 
Coursein Orthodox Theological 
Studies, a 3-year certification 
program. 
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NGELS from page 5 


dragon and his angels fought on 
their part, but could not win the 
day, or stand their ground in heaven 
any longer, the great dragon, serpent 
of the primal age, was flung down 
to earth; he whom we call the devil, 
or Satan, the whole world’s 

seducer, flung down to earth, and 
his angels with him . . . Rejoice 


over it, heaven, and all you that 
dwell in heaven; but woe to you, 
„earth and sea, now that the devil 
has come down upon you, full of 
malice, because he knows how brief 
is the time given him (Rev. 


Satan’s fall from heaven left 
him with a great consuming fury, 
for it is on earth alone that he 
has power. Satan is doubly angry 
because his power is limited to 
our world and he knows fully that 
when our world is ended, his 
power to deceive man ends with 
it. His time for each one of us is 
shorter still, as his ability to reach 
us as individuals is limited to the 
life span granted us on earth. It 
is in eternity that man reaps the 
fulfillment of this earthly battle. 

In the New Testament the 
angels really come into their own 
with their personalities defined, 
their place in creation made 

clear. They are beings endowed 
with intellect and free will, 
specifically distinct from and 
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superior to man, but essentially 
inferior to God. The New 
Testament confirms and 
supplements the teaching of the 
Old Testament. We see them 
adore Jesus Christ as their King. 


Satan, who in the Old 
‘Testament was a malevolent, 
superhuman being, distinct from 
the angels, in the New Testament 
is chief of the fallen angels or 
demons. He is also called ““Lhe 
Devil een he Accuser,?? “The 
Calumniator,’’ and his followers 
are ‘‘demons and devils.’ 


In the New Testament and in 
the further writings of the Fathers 
of the Church, the battle between 
good and evil, between the 
Angels of Darkness and the 
Angels of Light, becomes ever 
clearer and more distinct. 

Man, redeemed by Jesus 
Christ from the serfdom of his 
original sin, is a free agent and 
capable of joining in the battle 
between good and evil, to which, 
by the very nature of things, he 
cannot remain indifferent. 


With the advent of Jesus 
Christ, the holy angels walk the 
earth firmly and mix fraternally 
with us men. Jesus makes it clear 
that each man has his own 
guardian angel, and these angels 
are an integral part of our earthly 
life. Because Jesus Christ, the 
Son of Man, became one of us, 
he purified humanity, through his 
Passion, unto the very throne of 
God. Thus the relationship, that 
of preceptor to learner, is 
transformed into a spiritual 
brotherhood; and, we are 
emboldened to regard the holy 
angels as our wise and protective 
“Elder Brethren.’’ 


One of the dearest and also 
very often misunderstood 
statements is the very one upon 
which we chiefly found our belief 
in the guardian angel. Pointing to 
a child, Jesus said: 

Take heed that ye despise not one 
of these little ones; for I say unto 
you, that in heaven their angels do 
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always behold the face of my Father 
which îs in heaven (Mt. 18:10). 


This has given rise to the 
thought that children are angelic 
in nature and that when they die 
young they automatically become 
angels. This heresy in some 
instances has gone so far as to 
give birth to the idea that human 
beings generally, if very good, 
can become angels. There is no 
Scriptural authority for this 
outlandish belief, neither is this 
notion to be found in the New 
Testament Apocrypha, nor in the 
writings of the Fathers. Jesus 
quite clearly stated, when 
speaking of man’s life after death 
that **. . . they are equal unto 
angels: and are the children of 
God being the children of the 
resurrection’’ (Lk. 20:36). Equal, 
yes, but not transformed into. 
The angels are of a different race 
from men, they are spirits and 
were created angels, as we were 
created man, and not any other 
kind of animal or plant. There is 
a powerful and profound order in 
God’s creation that cannot be 
upset. It is the desire to reverse 
this state that is a sin; therefore, 
we need a return to, not a 
change from, the God-made Law 
and Order. 


Speaking of his Second 
Coming, Jesus once more depicts 
the angels as his heralds of fearful 
justice and retribution: ‘‘And he 
(the Son of Man) shall send his 
angels with a great sound of a 
trumpet and they shall gather 
together his elect from the four 
winds, from one end of heaven to 
the other’? (Mt. 24:31; cf. Mk. 

Ac ATA 

Any discussion of angels in our 
Lord’s ministry would be 
incomplete unless we spoke of the 
fallen angels also. The belief in 
demonic possession was a general 
one in Christ’s day, a conception 
which many today consider 
unenlightened, obscurantist and 
superstitious. 


Continued on page 13 


SOLIA 


But it is not with the question 
of exorcisms that we are 
concerned here, so much as with 
Jesus’ general teaching and 
attitude about the powers of evil. 
Jesus employed the language of 
his times. But we would be far 
off the mark if we thought that 
Jesus himself believed in myths. 
Rather, in all these accounts, we 
must see primarily the 
continuation of Jesus’ battle with 
Satan which began in the 
wilderness. Jesus taught of the 
reality which is evil, and, that 
illness as such is the result of the 
world’s collective sin, rather than 
any particular sin or any 
individual’s sin. It is, simply, the 
direct outcome of Satan’s power 
over the world. Some people 
Christ would pardon of their 
share in sin because of their 
spiritual qualities, and thus make 
them whole: ‘‘For which is easier 
to say, Thy sins be forgiven thee; 
or to say, Arise and walk?” (Mt. 
9:5) He spoke of the woman who 
had an infirmity for eighteen 
years as being bound by Satan 
(Lk. 13:16), claiming she had as 
much right to be freed from him, 
as an ox or ass had to be 
loosened from the stall and led to 
watering. Thus Jesus considered 
his healing a freeing from evil, 
and only God’s forgiveness could 
accomplish this. ‘‘It is not easy to 
forgive. Forgiveness is much 
more than laying aside claim to 
requital or revenge; it is love 
bearing pain and shame with 
strong will to redeem.’’ This 
indeed Jesus did to the full. 


The Eastern Liturgy, which is 
the older Eucharistic rite, has 
frequent mention of the angels. 
For those who are not familiar 
with this Liturgy, some 
explanation is necessary. It is an 
extremely complete service which 
culminates with the Epiclesis, that 
is, the invocation of the Holy 
Spirit to consecrate the elements 
of the Holy Eucharist. Just as the 
life of Jesus was a gradual 
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preparation for the Passion and 
Resurrection, so also the Holy 
Liturgy commemorates the whole 
life of Jesus Christ on earth: His 
birth, the hidden years, His 
ministry, the Last Supper, 
Passion and Resurrection. The 
Orthodox faithful live through the 
integral drama of the Saviour’s 
life, take intimate part in it, 
listen, learn, glory, bow down in 
worship, and rejoice over every 
incident symbolically brought 
forth in the service. 


We have seen how during his 
life on earth, the angels were ever 
close to Jesus. Thus in the Holy 
Liturgy they are with him and we 
know them to be in our midst. In 
the Liturgy of the Catechumens, 
the Little Entrance takes place in 
which the Holy Gospel is carried 
in solemn procession about the 
Altar Table through the north 
door on the left side, upon which 
St. Gabriel is painted, while re- 
entering of the sanctuary is 
through the Royal Doors. This 
signifies the beginning of Christ’s 
ministry. The deacon and altar 
boys carry candles; the deacon 
here represents St. John the 
Forerunner, the boys the angels. 


The Cherubic Hymn is sung 
during the Great Entrance in the 
Liturgy of the Faithful. In this 
procession the Holy Gifts are 
carried from the table of oblation 
to the Altar Table, signifying the 
triumphant entrance of Jesus 
Christ into Jerusalem to 
commence his Passion. tt also 
foreshadows the Parousia, that is, 
the Second Coming of the Lord, 
when Christ shall return in all his 
glory, surrounded by the 
heavenly hosts. The Cherubic 
Hymn is one of the most 
beautiful of all in Orthodox 
hymnology: 


“We who mystically represent 
the Cherubim, and sing to the lofe- 
gwing Trinity the thrice-holy hymn, 
let us now lay aside all earthly 
cares that we may receive the King 
of Glory like a Conqueror upon a 
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shield and spears, by His Angelic 
Hosts invisibly upborne, Alleluia, 
Alleluia, Alleluia. ’’ 


i SR 
| răi Ps A a ~*~ 
pi: 


Earthly care does indeed, this 
moment, seem far away and 
heaven so very close as the 
swelling song fills the church. 

Worthily to deal with the 
subject of angels in art would 
require several volumes. Art has 
done more harm to our notion of 
angels than any other single 
medium of exposition. It is, in 
fact, the agent most responsible 
for our misconception about and 
disbelief in angels. 

We have been deluged with 
sentimental pictures of wraith-like 
creatures levitating just above the 
earth’s surface, protecting with 
flowing veils little children 
walking on the edge of a 
precipice. Another popular form 
is in the medal offered to infants, 
representing chubby-cheeked 
children with sprouting wings, 
expressing a sweet idea more 
than anything else, and utterly 
divorced from truth. Then there 
are the decorative angels holding 
balustrades or altar rails, rather 
like buxom lasses who lack the 
force and majesty of the pagan 
Winged Victory. In other 
portrayals, angels are made to - 
look insipid and not very 
commendable young men. No 
wonder popular belief turns away 
from them, and finally finds them 
without any credence at all. 

If it is true that the holy angels 
have been misrepresented. it is 
also true of the devils who, 
depicted with horns and tails, are 
equally incorrect. No one would 
fall to the charms of such a 
creature! It is perhaps one of 
Satan’s most wily moves to have 
himself so portrayed, so that 
Continued on page 14 
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BULLETIN NOTES 


Continued from page 11 


Merrillville, IN. Descent Holy 


Spirit. Our new improvements 
include the painting of our social 
hall, the installation of a new 10- 
burner stove and a double-stack 
oven for the kitchen, and 
refinishing of all the woodwork . . 
Congratulations to Alexandra 
Treff who has been chosen to 
participate in the Special 
Curriculum for Academically 
Talented Program at Salk School 
_. . Best wishes to the newly- 
ordained Deacon, Christopher 
Calin, brother to our Psa. Paula, 
for the Cathedral of the Protection 
of the Holy Virgin in Brooklyn 
(OCA) by Bishop Peter. 
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Southfield, MI. St. George 
Cathedral. The gala Choir dinner 
was well attended by old and new 
choir members and friends . 

We welcome home Fr. Tofan from 
his trip to Romania. . . The 
Parents Club sponsored a ‘‘Back 
to Church School”” special Hot 
Dog Lunch for all the Children 
and parents. % 


CHARITY 


Continued from page 2 

and other gimicks; some, however, 
use this as a ploy to do nothing. 
Everyone has some profit; and, a 
““mite”” from that calls blessings on 
the giver. 


Clergy and religious must also 
consider that there is no exception 
for those whose lives are in the 
service of others. A good example, 
the example of giving something, 
is powerful for all to see. 


Dearly beloved in Christ, 
heading the above statements of 
the Fathers, let us love one another 
and share ourselves, our lives and 
our blessings with others. % 


{NATHANIEL, Bishop 


ANGELS 


Continued from page 13 

looking at him we forget who he is: 
Lucifer — the fallen Son of the 
Morning! 

The angels suffered most from 
this transfer from religious to 
secular art. More and more, they 
became mere decoration and 
embellishment, and less and less 
did they resemble the descriptions 
of them found in the Scriptures. 
We must always remind ourselves 
that angels are spirits and 
therefore, being bodiless, sexless 
and ageless, no portrait of them 18 
at all possible. We can only 
symbolically show what they are 
like, never what they are. 
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Byzantine art is concerned 
exclusively with theology and is 
not even remotely interested in 
decoration. When there is a call for 
decoration, for instance around 
windows, over arches, and so on, 
geometrical forms are used, and 
occasionally stylized flowers and 
plants. The angels then have their 
own appointed place in the 
cosmos, and are accordingly 
depicted in church painting, and in 
holy pictures, the icons. 


The Archangels Michael and 
Gabriel are painted on the two side 
doors of the iconostasis — the altar 
screen separating the sanctuary 
from the body of the church. 
Michael is upon the north, and 
Gabriel upon the south door. 
Upon the middle, or Royal Doors, 
usually the Annunciation is 
represented, the Archangel 
Gabriel on one panel, the Blessed 
Virgin on the other. 


The angels are never shown as 
children or placed according to 
artistic fancy. Sometimes they 
seem to make strange contortions 
in the air so to fit into the picture. 
The cherubim and seraphim have 
stern, uncompromising faces, their 
six red and blue wings deployed in 
many angles. They are found only 
in the scenes of heaven and 
paradise. 


To those of us who have been 
nurtured in the Eastern Orthodox 
Church, the proper representation 
of Christ, his Mother, the angels 
and saints is only possible when 
the painter abides by the canons 
and Holy Tradition of 
iconography. These rules make it 
possible to translate into images for 
our eyes the semblance of those 
whose features are projected upon 
the screen of eternity, beyond 
space and time, bathed in a light 
that throws no shadow, in a life 
that knows no death. So that 
looking at these icons we look not 
so much at them as through them, 
to and at the reality they indeed 
stand for and represent. % 
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BAPTISMS 


Barkhaus, Peter Edward, son of Raymond & 
Doina Barkhaus, Saline, MI. St. George 
Cathedral, Southfield, MI. Godparents: George 
& lelita Daba. 

Blumenthal, Allyson Roxanna, daughter of Neil 
& Barbara Blumenthal, Flossmoor, IL. St. 
Mary, Chicago, IL. Godparents: Victor & 
Mirela Van Dyke. 

Coman, Nathaniel John, son of Michael & Edith 
Coman, Brecksville, OH. St. Mary, Cleveland, 
OH. Godparent: John Carge. 

Dalenberg, Emily Anne, daughter of David & 
Minerva Dalenberg, Washington, MI. Descent 
Holy Ghost, Warren, MI. Godparents: George 
& Maria Zivan. 

Dalenberg, Steven David, son of David & 
Minerva Dalenberg, Washington, MI. Descent 
Holy Ghost, Warren, MI. Godparents: George 
& Maria Zivan. 

Gilewicz, Adam Ray, son of Ray & Cindy P. 
Gilewicz, Meritt, BC. St. George, Regina, SK. 
Godparents: John & Della Popescu. 

Itwaru, Julian Henry, son of Dave & Daniela 
Itwaru, Ft. Belvoir, VA. Holy Cross, 
Alexandria, VA. Godparent: Dorothea H. 
Garrett. 


Lind, Joshua Thomas, son of Donald & Catherine 


B. Lind, Davison, MI. St. George Cathedral, 
Southfield, MI. Godparents: Rodica & Derrick 
Dicoi. 

Popa, Eric Clifford Marian, son of Mihai & Ana 
Popa, Chicago, IL. Holy Nativity, Chicago, IL. 
Godparents: Teodor & Simona Mihu. 

Stanciu, Michael, son of Liviu & Angela Stanciu, 
Cleveland, OH. St. Mary, Cleveland, OH. 
Godparents: Olimpiu & Aurica Grovu. 

Tibbits, Maxwell Andrew, son of Patrick A. & 
Pia F. Tibbits, Alexandria. VA. Holy Cross, 


Alexandria, VA. Godparent: Mary Louise Ahles. 


Tintas, Adrian Bill, son of Vasile & Eva ip 
Tintas, Chicago, IL. Holy Nativity, Chicago, 
IL. Godparents: Ilie & Lidia Bazaveta. 


Ulrich, Aaron Joseph, son of Charles & Katherine 


Ulrich, Imperial, MO. St. Thomas, St. Louis, 
MO. Godparents: Stavros & Carol Betta. 
Van Dyke, Victor, son of Victor & Mirela Van 
Dyke, Cokohler, WI. Holy Nativity, Chicago, 
IL. Godparents: Calin & Dana Nastaseanu. 
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MARRIAGES 


Bolea, Neculai and Virginia Cojocaru, 
Tallmadge, OH. Presentation Our Lord, Akron, 
OH. Godparents: Nicholae & Iuliana Stelea. 

Grama, Marius A. and Elena Bucataru, Chicago, 
IL. Holy Nativity, Chicago, IL. Godparents: 
Mircea & Simona Bucur. 

Krempasky, Frank and Violet Bancioiu, Bay 
Village, OH. St. Mary, Cleveland, OH. 
Godparent: Diana Albu. 

Loso, Stephen R. and Patricia A. Lodoly, St. 
Louis, MO. St. Thomas, St. Louis, MO. 
Godparents: Harry & Christine Lemakis. 

Pavel, Ilie P. and Cristina Greavu, Hillside, IL. 
Holy Nativity, Chicago, IL. Godparents: John & 
Lucia Pop. 

Sirbu, Aurel Earl and Stella Petkov, Warren, 
MI. Descent Holy Ghost, Warren, MI. 
Godparents: Niorel & Florina Sekosan. 

i E a Pe E II 


DECEASED 
eee ei ia i pi E 


Bogdan, William, 74. Presentation Our Lord, 
Akron, OH. 

Burson, Nicholas Jr., 71. Holy Cross, Hermitage, 
PA. 

Cergau, Silvestru, 45. Descent Holy Ghost, 
Warren, MI. 

Chiolak, Persida, 82. Holy Trinity, Los Angeles, 
CA. 

Christea, Peter, 72. St. George, Regina, SK. 

Christea, Rose M., 28. St. George, Regina, SK. 

Damian, Sara R., 73. St. Anne Mission, Pomona, 
CA. 

Frank, Jean, 81. St. George, Dysart, SK. 

Funariu, Octavian, 31. Holy Nativity, Chicago, 
IL. 


Hinterian, Dirohi, 76. Holy Trinity, Los Angeles, 
CA. 


Joftscheff, Slawi, 65. St. Thomas, St. Louis, MO. 


Kalugar, Valeria, 91. St. Elias, Ellwood City, 
PA. 

Lanner, Theodore, 94. Holy Trinity, Los 
Angeles, CA. 

Maior, John, 96. Holy Trinity, Los Angeles, CA. 

Muresan, Aurel Sr., 74. St. John, Niles, OH. 


Nicolescu, Mihai, 60. Holy Trinity, Los Angeles, 
CA. 


Continued on page 16 
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i EGISTER Continued from page 15 
Dstafichuk, Vasilca (Lena), 83. St. Elias, 
Lennard, MB 


Pavel, Nicolai, 77. Holy Cross Mission, London, 
| ON. 


pandru, John, 78. Presentation Our Lord, Akron, 
OH. 


sersea, Nicolae, 51. Holy Trinity, Los Angeles, 
CA. 


fahmazian, Katina, 26. St. Mary, Calgary, AB. 
[arnita, Ioan, 68. Holy Nativity, Chicago, IL. 


Tudor, Marin, 68. Holy Trinity, Los Angeles, 
CA. 


Yorga, Anna, 90. St. Thomas, St. Louis, MO. 


FINANCIAL REPORT 


EPISCOPATE SUPPORTERS 


Se ei tiu e eee $100.00 
M/M Robert Buchanan, Regina, SK $100.00 
George R. Gavrila, Southfield, MI .. $100.00 
mi/M George Carulea, ............. $ 35.00 
Youngstown, OH 
Mary Anagnostache, Cleveland, OH $ 25.00 
Fr. Martinian Ivanovici, .......... $ 25.00 CF 


Ft. Qu’Appelle, SK 
Melania Vlad, Garland, TX........ $ 25.00 
mictor Vlad, Garland, TX ......... $ 25.00 
Jeanie Brotherston, Dearborn, MI .. $ 20.00 
John Rancu, Long Beach, CA ...... $ 15.00 


LADIES AUXILIARY SUNDAY 


St. George Ladies Auxiliary, ....... $235.00 
Regina, SK 
MEMORIAMS 
Mary M. Stanesa, Dearborn, MI ... $ 50.00 
(1.M.O. Nicholas Stanesa) 
Veta Buzas, Allen Park, MI........ $ 25.00 
(I.M.O. Family Members) 
M/M George Carulea, .............: $ 25.00 
Youngstown, OH 
(I1.M.O. Dan Oniga) 
M/M George Carulea, .............: $ 25.00 
Youngstown, OH 
(I.M.O. Virginia Sandru) 
GENERAL DONATIONS 
M/M Charles Nanas, Livonia, MI .. $ 25.00 
EPISCOPATE SUNDAY 
St. George, Winnipeg, MB ......... $348.00 CF 


BISHOP’S VISITATION (TRAVEL) 
Sts. Peter & Paul, Dearborn Hts., MI $300.00 
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VATRA CEMETERY 
INFORMATION 


Please send me an assignment form and 
additional information about cemetery plots at 
the Vatra. 


Address 


City State/Prov Zip 
Send to: St. Mary Cemetery, ROEA 
2522 Grey Tower Rd. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| Name 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| Jackson, MI 49201-9120. 


NEW RELEASE! 


Pocket-Size Daily Prayer Book 
““DAILY PRAYERS FOR 
ORTHODOX CHRISTIANS’”’ 


Translated by Holy Protection Orthodox 
Monastery, Fort Qu’Appelle, SK Canada 


Complete texts for: 

Morning and Evening Prayers 
Prayers throughout the day, for special needs 
Prayers for loved one 
Communion prayers 
Paraclis to the Virgin Mary 


140 pages in modern English. Small size 
(4" x 6") fits easily into a purse or briefcase. 


Cost is $5.00 each for all orders received 
before January 1, 1991. After January 1, cost 
= $5.50 each. 

Postage charge: 1-3 books = $2.00; 4-7 books 
= $3.50; 8-12 books = $5.00; 13-20 books 

= $7.00; 20+ books = 8% of total. 


PRAYER BOOK ORDER FORM 
Send orders to: Holy Protection Monastery, 
Box 506, Fort Qu’Appelle, SK SOG 1S0 


Payment must be included with your order! 
Prayer Book(s) 


Please send me 
Name 
Address___—— 
hail Vere 


State/Prov. Postal Code 
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SFINȚII PRAZNuITI In NOEMBRIE 


Soborul mai marilor arhangheli: 
Mihail si Gavril, și al celor 
noua cete ingeresti 


intru inceput, Dumnezeu a facut, numai cu 

cuvantul, toate cetele ingeresti, spre a le 

avea de ajutor in lucrarile sale dumnezeiesti, 
pe cari le-a săvârșit mai apoi. 

Ingerii sunt ființe nevăzute: a tot puternice, a 
toate vazatoare, a toate stiutoare. Ei sunt 
pretutindeni şi pot străbate nemărginirea, dintr’o 
latură într'alta, mai iute ca gândul. Chipurile lor 
sunt numai lumină; prin darul dat lor de 
Dumnezeu au însă puterea să ia orice înfățișare ar 
voi. 

Tot omul, fie drept, fie păcătos, are câte un 
înger păzitor, care se luptă cu duhurile vrajmage 
oamenilor, în dorința de a călăuzi pe cel căruia-i 
stă de pază, numai pe calea gândurilor și faptelor 
bune, ferindu-l, pe cât gândul bun al omului ii 
ascultă sfatul, de pornirile și faptele rele spre care-l 
îndeamnă isvorul tuturor relelor, adică satana, 
împreună cu toate cetele diavolești. 


Cuvântul înger înseamnă purtător de veste, întru 
cât îngerii sunt cei cari duc vestile dumnezeiesti 
pretutindeni, unde le poruncește stăpânul Cel 
Atotputernic. 


Cetele îngerești sunt în număr de nouă. Ele se 
impart în trei parti sau ierarhii, fiecare având câte 
trei cete. 

Cea dintâi ierarhie cuprinde: serafimii — cei cu 
şase aripi, cari sunt cei mai apropiaţi de scaunul 
dumnezeiesc; apoi heruvimii — cei cu ochi mulți, 
cari varsă în sufletul omenesc înţelepciunea 
dumnezeiască, spre a-l vedea și a-l pricepe pe 
Dumnezeu, cercetându-i făpturile atotputerniciei 
Sale; si, în sfârșit, sfintele scaune sau purtătorii de 
Dumnezeu — adică îngerii cari alcătuiesc tronul, 
scaunul, pe care se odihnește şi de pe care Cel 
Atotputernic împarte dreptatea, lumii intregi, prin 
mijlocirea îngerilor ce fac parte din această ceată. 

Ierarhia de mijloc cuprinde: domniile — adică 
îngerii slobozi, cari domnesc peste cei puşi sub 
dânșii și cari revarsă oamenilor randuiti de 
Dumnezeu ca stăpânitori, puterea stăpânirii 
înțelepte; vin apoi puterile — cari împlinesc 
poruncile dumnezeiesti și săvârșesc minuni mari 
dând puteri și celor iubiţi de Dumnezeu — sfinții 
— de a săvârși astfel de minuni: iar după acestea, 
stăpâniile — cari au puteri asupra diavolilor şi a 
duhurilor rele, și luptă pentru ferirea lumii de 
reaua și dureroasa înrâurire a acestor vrăjmași. 
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In sfârșit, a treia ierarhie cuprinde: începătorii 
— mai marii îngerilor celor mai de jos, adică cei 
cari rânduiesc împlinirea poruncilor dumnezeiesti și 
cari au în grijă: îndreptarea lumii, paza | 
împărăţiilor, domniilor, ținuturilor, popoarelor, 
neamurilor si limbilor; apoi vin arhanghelii — 
îngerii cei mari şi vestitori de bine, cari descopăr 
oamenilor tainele si randuielile dumnezeiesti pe 
calea proorocirilor, luminându-le mintea pentru 
înţelegerea Sfintei Evanghelii; si, în sfârșit, îngerii 
— a noua ceată îngerească, cea mai de jos între 
celelalte cete și cea mai apropiată de oameni, 
cărora le vestesc tainele lui Dumnezeu si vointele 
Lui cele mai mici, îndemnându-i să trăiască viata 
cuviincioasă, săvârșind fapte bune si având dept 
călăuză în traiul lor: adevărul, cinstea și dreptatea. 

Creștinii prăsnuiesc soborul sfinților îngeri, mai 
presus de cari strălucesc arhanghelii Mihail şi 
Gavril, în ziua de 8 Noembrie a fiecărui an. 

Și acum să vedem ce a însemnat acest sobor! 

După cum am spus, Dumnezeu a făcut la 
început pe sfinţii îngeri, pe cari i-a lăsat în voia 
lor. Mai marele îngerilor, pus de Dumnezeu ca 
voievod peste toţi, era Lucifer. Mândru de marea 
lui putere, el cugetă să ridice scaunul lui mai 
presus de tronul dumnezeiesc. Doar a gândit şi s'a 
prăbușit din slava cerului tocmai în adâncul 
pământului, preschimbându-se, din înger luminat, 
în drac întunecat. După el a pornit a cădea toată 
ceata lui, ajungând: unii până in iad, alţii 
rămânând pe pământ, unii căzând în apă, iar alții 
risipindu-se în văzduh şi alcătuind acele vămi ale 
văzduhului prin cari trec sufletele în calea lor spre 
Atotputernicul și Dreptul Judecător. 

Cum s'a deschis cerul și a început a se pravali 
ceata celor rataciti, degrab s’au adunat celelalte 
cete îngereşti iar îngerul Mihail, mai marele lor, 
stând în mijloc a grait: ‘Sa stati bine, să stati cu 
frica lui Dumnezeu!”’ și îndată, căderea s'a oprit și 
fiecare a rămas acolo unde se afla. 

După căderea lui Lucifer şi a slugilor sale, 
Dumnezeu a făcut pe om, alcătuit din trup si din 
suflet — trupul fiind menit să moară și să intre în 
pământul care l-a hrănit, iar sufletul fiind rânduit 
să trăiască în veci și să petreacă în împărăția 
Tatălui Ceresc. 

Dușman al făpturilor lui Dumnezeu, Lucifer Şi 
cu ostașii lui — toată ceata diavolească — drept 
răsbunare că din îngeri luminati au ajuns draci 
intunecati, caută să piardă sufletele oamenilor, pe 
cari le îndeamnă să săvârşească fapte vinovate — 
clevetire, minciună, pismă, dușmănie, ură, furt, 

Continuare la pag. 18 
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lesfrâu, beţie, omor si cât altele — spre a le putea 
ari apoi în jarul cel nestins al iadului. De aceea, 
Dumnezeu a dat fiecărui om câte un înger păzitor, 
pre a-l feri de ispitele drăcești ale slugilor lui 
ae Cat timp omul asculta de indemnurile cele 
une ale îngerului său, săvârşeşte numai fapte 
lăcute lui Dumnezeu; îndată ce îndemnurile 
geresti sunt întunecate de sfaturile cele rele, 
lavolesti, începe să săvârșească fapte plăcute lui 
ucifer, asigurându-și un loc, pe jaratec, în 
dâncul iadului. Cel ce se pocaieste, se îndreaptă și 
lasă de blestemății si de fapte rele, este iertat de 
umnezeu și cerul îi este deschis ca și cum nici 
’ar fi păcătuit. 

Ferice de cel ce se lasă călăuzit numai de îngerul 
i bun şi nu se pleacă stăpânirii ispitelor 

iavolesti. 


Viaţa si pătimirea sfintei mucenite 
Ecaterina, fecioara cea prea inteleapta 


n timpul împăratului Maximim trăia în 
cetatea Alexandria din Egipt o fecioară de o 
nespusă frumuseţe, anume Ecaterina. Ea 
vea numai optsprezece ani și era foarte inteleapta 
i deprinsă mai cu toate învăţăturile aflate prin 
Arti în vremea aceea. Tatăl său se numea Consta 
i fusese împărat, dar se prăpădise. Indemnată de 
ama sa si de rudenii, ca să se mărite, spre a nu 
ierde împărăţia moștenită dela tatăl său, ea 
spundea tuturor că nu se va mărita decât cu un 
ărbat mai învăţat, mai deștept, decât dânsa. 
stfel, fură respinşi o sumă de tineri — feciori de 
parati si de domni de neam mare și cu bogății 
emărginite. Văzând maică-sa atâta stăruință din 
artea fecioarei, ca să nu-și calce hotărîrea, se 
4ndi s’o ducă la un pustnic pe care-l cunoştea 
ânsa și care trăia retras de lume, ca s'o sfătuiască 
fie mai puţin stăruitoare în alegerea bărbatului, 
Aci altfel rămâne nemăritată. Bătrânul pustnic, în 


loc s'o apropie de Domnul, făcând-o mireasa 
Mântuitorului Christos. După ce sfânta fecioară, 
Ecaterina, ascultă învățăturile bătrânului despre 
frumusețea și puterea dumnezeiască a 
Mântuitorului, primi să-i fic mireasă. Putin timp 
după aceea se boteză şi-şi sin; sufletul cu totul 
altfel de cum fusese mai înainte. 


In vremea aceea veni în Alexandria păgânul 
împărat Maximim, care ceru norodului, să aducă 
jertfe zeilor păgâneşti. Sute și mii de: boi, vaci, oi, 
păsări și alte lighioane fură jertfite după porunca 
crudului împărat. Răcnetele şi mugetul 
dobitoacelor ucise umpleau de jale sufletele 
miloase. 


Văzând atâta rătăcire, sfânta Ecaterina luă cu 
sine câteva slugi și merse în capistea păgânească, 
unde se afla împăratul. După ce i se închină cu 
cuviință, căută să-i arate păcatul ce-l săvârşea, 
proslăvind niște chipuri de piatră cioplită, cărora le 
sacrifica atâtea vietati nevinovate, fără a putea 
căpăta sau nădăjdui vreun sprijin cât de 
neînsemnat din partea lor. Apoi porni a-i vorbi cu 
insufletire despre credinţa cea adevărată. 

Ascultând-o, împăratul se mânie grozav, dar nu- 
i făcu nici un rău. După ce mântui jertfa, porunci 
ca fecioara să-i fie adusă la palat. Aci, sfânta 
minună cu intelepciuna sa pe păgânul Maximim. 
E] însă, râvni la frumuseţea ei cea negrăită — că 1 
se părea a fi o zeiţă, nu femeie muritoare — și 
începu a-i spune cuvinte de desfrânare. Sfânta 
însă, luminată de întelepciunea dumnezeiască, îi 
vorbi: despre deșertăciunea vieţii lumești, despre 
credințele greşite ale celor ce se închină idolilor, și 
altele; așa că împăratul își înfrână poftele cele 
desfranate și hotări să adune un sfat alcătuit din 
toți inteleptii împărăției, care să discute cu sfânta 
asupra credinţei crestinesti si a celei idolesti. 
După întocmirea sfatului, la care erau părtași: 
împăratul, cincizeci de înţelepţi veniţi din largul 
împărăției si mulțime mare de norod, trimise sa 
aduca pe sfanta, care fusese tinuta tot timpul in 
priveghere de aproape. Inainte de a sosi trimisii 
împăratului, i se arătă sfintei, arhanghelul Mihail, 
care o îmbărbătă spunându-i că Duhul Domnului o 
va lumina să iasă biruitoare. 


Ajungând la sfat, vorba ei înțeleaptă, măsurată 
şi plină de har duminezeiesc birui pe cel care se 
credea mai priceput ca toţi; iar ceilalți se socotiră 
neputincioşi a tine piept înțelepciunii ce isvora din 
gura fecioarei: De mânie, împăratul porunci să-i 
ardă pe toți. Inainte de a fi aruncaţi în foc, toți 
inteleptii se lepădară de credinţa c . păgânească, 
mărturisind că si ei cred în Dumn zeul Ecaterinei. 
Imbărbătaţi de sfânta, primiră mucenicia cu 
neclintit curaj. Aceasta s'a întâmplat în ziua de 
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Sr. APOSTOL ANDREI ŞI INCEPUTURIL 
CREŞTINISMULUI LA ROMÂNI 


a 30 Noembrie Biserica ortodoxă 

praznuieste pe St Apostol Andrei, cel dintâi 

chemat. A fost fiul lui Iona evreul și frate 
bun cu Sfântul Petru, așa cum îi întâlnim adeseori 
în Evanghelii. S’a născut în satul Betsaida, pe 
malul Lacului Ghenizaret, dintr'o familie săracă de 
pescari. Lacul Ghenizaret sau Marea Tiberiadei, 
cum i se mai spune in Evanghelii, era o binefacere 
pentru Evreii săraci, care trăiau în Galileia. 
Iordanul, care isvorăște din Munţii Liban, trece 
prin Marea Tiberiadei, străbătând pâmăntul sfânt 
al Palestinei dincolo de Ierihon, până la Marea 
Moartă. Dar peștele de apă dulce, întâlnind 
amărăciunea și apa plină de catran a Mării 
Moarte, se întoarce înapoi în Marea Galileii, unde 
pe vremea aceea era o bogăţie de pescuit. Deaceea, 
toți Sfinţii Apostoli care au trăit aici erau pescari. 


Când sezonul nu era bun de pescuit, Sfântul 
Andrei si Sfântul Petru îl lăsau pe bătrânul Iona 
acasă să dreagă mrejele, iar ei se coborau pe Valea 
Iordanului în pustiu, ca să asculte predicile 
Sfântului loan Botezătorul, pentru că erau foarte 
credincioşi religiei lor iudaice și profeților, 
a-șteptând si ei venirea unui Mântuitor. 
Deveniseră chiar ucenici ai acestui mare profet, 
care striga în pustiu de se cutremura și regele Irod, 
iar fariseii din lerusalim se frământau. 


Aici, pe Valea Iordanului, se întâlneşte Sfântul 
Andrei cu Mântuitorul Hristos, care tocmai atunci 
se botezase, dar încă nu ieșise la propovăduire. 
loan L-a arătat la oameni cu degetul zicând: ““lată 
Mielul lui Dumnezeu, care ridică păcatele lumii,” 
adică le-a spus ucenicilor lui: ‘‘Invatatorule, unde 
locuiesti?’’ Iisus i-a răspuns: ‘‘Vino și vezi.” S’a 
dus și în ziua aceea a stat de vorbă cu lisus pana 
noaptea târziu. Ce vor fi discutat, Sfintele 
Evanghelii nu spun, dar ieşind de acolo, Andrei l-a 
întâlnit pe Petru, fratele lui și i-a zis, ““Eu L-am 
găsit pe Mesia cel prezis de Prooroci.’’ Apoi 
Evanghelia zice că Petru l-a chemat pe Filip şi 
Filip pe Natanael . . . și, în felul acesta, multi din 
ucenicii lui loan Botezătorul au devenit ucenicii lui 
lisus Hristos. lată de ce noi îi spunem Sfântului 
Apostol Andrei ‘‘Cel dintâi chemat.”” 


Sfântul Apostol Andrei la Dunăre 


După Pogorâ:ca Duhului Sfânt, când Sfinţii 
Apostoli s'au îmbrăcat cu putere de sus si au 
început să predice creștinismul în toate limbile 
pământului, lui Sfântul Andrei i s'a încredințat 
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ținutul dela Dunăre. A trecut cu ucenicii lui prin 
Dobrogea noastră si prin sudul Rusiei, predicând 
Evanghelia în orașele grecești de pe țărmul Mării 
Negre. Intorcându-se din misiunea lui și ajungând 
în Grecia, a fost prins de păgâni şi răstignit pe o 
cruce în forma literii ‘‘X,’’ în orașul Patras din 
Ahaia. Mai târziu vine prin părţile acestea și 
Sfântul Apostol Pavel, ca să predice creștinismul la 
strămoșii nostri Traci din Iliria și Dalmatia. El 
însuși scrie acest lucru pe la anul 58 după Hristos, 
în Epistola lui către Romani, iar la anul 65-66 
petrece o iarnă întreagă în Nicopole, de unde îl 
trimite pe ucenicul său Tit în Dalmatia. Tot 
teritorul acesta era ocupat de Romani, dar 
majoritatea locuitorilor erau strămoşii nostri Traci. . 
Avem toate aceste dovezi scrise în Epistolele 
Sfântului Apostol Pavel către Romani, către Tit și 
Timotei. 


Misionari creştini în Dacia 


Așadar, când Împăratul Traian vine cu armatele 
lui ca să ocupe Dacia, a găsit aici creştini încă de 
pe vremaea Sfinţilor Apostoli. Deaceea, pe 
Columna lui Traian din Roma, unde el a pus niște 
sculptori să sape în piatră toate luptele lui cu 
Dacii, se găseşte o scenă cu niște țărani din 
Carpaţi, îmbrăcaţi în cojoace si ingenunchiati, iar 
un preot în picioare îi binecuvintează. 

Ca să amestece poporul si să transforme Dacia 
în Provincie Romană, Traian aduce colonişti din 
Asia Mică, Siria şi din Balcani, adică tocmai din 
locurile unde Sfinţii Apostoli predicaseră pe 
Hristos, iar mai târziu, când Carpii liberi din 
Maramures si Brodnicii din Moldova amenințau 
să-și 1a înapoi teritoriile cucerite de Romani, 
împărații aduc aici două legiuni de ostaşi și le 
așează chiar in centrul provinciei, la Turda și la 
Cluj. Istoria aminteşte de multi soldați şi ofiţeri 
romani creştini care au suferit martiriul pentru 
credința lor in lisus Hristos, chiar aici pe 
pământuri Daciei. Dacă deschidem calendarul 
ortodox, găsim prin secolui al III mucenici ca: 
preotul Daco-Roman Montanus, Episcopul Irineu 
și diaconul său Dimitrie, mucenicii Ermil şi 
Stratonic sau sfinții militari din Dobrogea, care se 
numără cu sutele. 


In toată această perioadă de început a 
creştinismului la Români, credinţa în Dumnezeu 
sa întărit prin acțiunea negustorilor creștini, a 
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FINTII PRAZNUITI 
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ptesprezece a lunei Noembrie. Corpurile lor, cari 
măseseră nevătămate de foc, au fost 

mormântate peste noapte, cu cinste, de drept 
edinciosi. 

Urmând sa râvnească la frumuseţea Ecaterinci, 
ipăratul cerca s’o câștige cu vorbă bună şi cu 
găduieli ca va împărți împărăţia lui cu dânsa. 
ăzând că sfânta rămâne neclintită în credinţa sa, 
runci cu mânie mare să fie desbrăcată si bătută 
vine de bou peste tot corpul, încât nimic nu se 
ai cunoștea din frumuseţea ei de mai înainte. 
ânta îndură chinurile cu o barbatie uimitoare. 
upă aceea porunci să fie aruncată în temniţă si să 
1 i se dea mâncare. Prin puterea dumnezeiască 
să, a fost hrănită de un porumbel. 

In temniţă fu cercetată — în lipsa împăratului 

n cetate — de către împărăteasa Augusta, soţia 

i Maximian, intovarasita de voivodul Porfirie si 
două sute de ostași. Aceștia, văzând strălucirea 
care se află sfânta si auzindu-i vobele pline de 
mnezeiască înţelepciune, toți crezură în 
mnezeul cel adevărat si în Mântuitorul Christos. 
Reîntorcându-se din nou în cetate, împăratul 
runci ca sfânta să fie adusă în fata sa. Vazand-o 
plin sănătoasă si cu frumusețea nestricata, se 

iră grozav, întrucât poruncise să nu i se dea 
âncare. Sfânta, ghicindu-i gândul, îi spuse că 
sese hrănită prin puterea dumnezeiască. 

Auzind despre această minune, împărăteasa 
gusta veni si certă aspru pe soţul ei pentru 
legiuirea ce voia să săvârșească. Orbit de mânie 
de patimă, împăratul porunci să se strivească 
nii împărătesei în închizătoarea unei lăzi bătută 
cuie şi apoi să i se taie capul afară de cetate, 

t ce avu loc în ziua de douăzecișitrei a lunei 
embrie. 

Mergând în fata împăratului, Porfirie cu cei 

uă sute de ostași ai săi, se mărturisiră și ei că 
nt oșteni ai Mântuitorului Christos. Mâniat peste 
Asura, împăratul porunci să li se taie capul și 
estora. 

Din nou încercă pătimașul Maximim s’o câștige 
sfânta Ecaterina, făgăduindu-i s’o iea de soție, 
r nu isbuti. Atunci, văzându-se înșelat în 
dejdea sa, porunci cu mânie mare, să fie scoasă 
cetate si să i se taie și ei capul. După ce sfânta 
rugat celui Atotputernic, călăul îi reteză capul 
sabia; iar în clipa aceea, sfântul său trup fu luat 
sfinţii îngeri, după cum mărturisesc cel ce au 

t de fata, si a fost dus cu cinste în muntele 


ai. 
Aceasta s'a întâmplat în ziua de douăzecișicinci a 


ei Noembrie, când prăsnuim amintirea sfintei. 2% 


INDEMN 


Demostene Andronescu 


Durerea rupe hălci din tine? 
N’o alunga, sporeste-o’n sânge! 
In chinga ei te strânge bine 
Si plângi, dacă iti vine-a plânge. 


lar lacrimile nu le şterge 
Ci fa-ti din ele nestemate 
Sinvata aur de culege 

Din ranile-ti însângerate. 


Deschide-ti sufletul furtunii 

Să-l răscolească ca pe-un iaz 
Și lasă tunetul să-l tune 

Că doar așa-l vei ţine treaz. 


Nu alunga tristeţea blândă 
Venita’n el sa se adape 

Ci : : aA = 
"i creşte-o mare, de-i plapanda, 
Cu apa vie de sub pleoape. 


Si suferințelor, fii frate. 

Nu le-alunga, nu sunt un rău, 
Sunt punte spre eternitate 

Si se sfârșesc în Dumnezeu. 


SF. ANDREI 
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militarilor si a misionarilor, care de frica 
împăraţilor păgâni, călătoreau pe ascuns și 
organizau în secret Biserica lui Dumnezeu printre 
Români, încât, când au început să năvălească 
barbarii, Gotii imediat s'au și creștinat, trimițând 
chiar episopi de neamul lor ca să reprezinte Dacia 
la Sinodul I Ecumenic din Niceea. 

Astăzi, o mulţime de pietre de mormânt, 
inscripţii şi chiar biserici din această epocă, pe care 
arheologii români le descopăr prin săpături făcute 
în pământ, vorbesc despre vechimea creștinismului 
la Români. Cele mai importante cuvinte pe care le 
întrebuinţăm în slujba noastră bisericească sunt din 
vremea aceea și sunt de origina latină așa cum este 
toată limba noastră. 

Intelegerea creştinismului a fost ușurată și de 
vechea religie a strămoșilor noștri, care se închinau 
unui singur Dumnezeu, credeau în nemurirea 
sufletului si în viata de dincolo, chiar înainte de a 
se naşte Mântuitorul Hristos. 

Nu trebule să uităm, însă că piatra de temelie a 
fost pusă de Sfântul Apostol Andrei, care a 
predicat creștinismul la Români. ¥ 

Păr. Roman Braga 
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O ViziITA ÎN 


ROMÂNIA 


unt medic pediatru şi locuiesc in Greenville, 
Pa. M'am născut, am crescut și mi-am făcut 
educaţia în România. După Revoluţia 
din Decembrie 1989, ca si alti români-americani 
am fost foarte afectată de evenimentele petrecute în 
tara. 

In Mai anul acesta, am obtinut certificatul de 
instructor a metodelor de reanimare a noilor 
născuți si m'am gândit la colegii mei români cat de 
mult ar fi apreciat si profitat din cunoaşterea 
acestor metode. Deci, cu ajutorul co-directorului 
acestui curs dela Spitalul Rainbow din Cleveland, 
OH, am pregătit o prezentare și m'am hotărît să 
plec în România . . . Am aranjat ca ziua 
prezentării să fie 21 Septembrie, în București. 


Cu câteva zile înainte de plecare, ““ Project 
Hope’’ m'a informat că voi fi de asemenea parte a 
unei delegații de medici pediatri care aveau să 
viziteze România în acelaș timp. ““Project Hope” 
este o organizaţie internaţională care este implicată 
in 22 de tari pe care le ajută, cu diverse mijloace, 
în probleme de sănătate. 


Acest grup de doctori s'a întâlnit cu multi șefi de 
departamente dela Ministerul Sănătăţii și cu 
Ministrul Adjunct. Am vizitat un spital de copii, o 
policlinică, un dispensar, un orfelinat, un centru 
care se ocupă cu probleme de distrofie si Biblioteca 
Naţională Medicală. De asemenea, grupul s'a 
întâlnit cu reprezentanți ai altor organizaţii 
internationale, ca de exemplu Crucea Rosie şi 
Organizaţia Mondială a Sănătăţii. Impresionantă a 
fost întâlnirea cu Mitropolitul Daniel Ciobotea care 
ne-a informat despre înființarea unei organizaţii 
filantropice — ““CRISTIANA”” — fondată de 
medici și preoţi, organizaţie care activează în 
domeniu medical, social, spiritual si educativ . . . 
CRISTIANA va avea în curând un spital cu 70 de 
paturi si o clinică. Mitropolitul Daniel ne-a 
informat că învățământul religios va fi reintrodus 
în școli, anul acesta, o oră la fiecare două 
săptămâni. 

Institutul de Ingrijire a Mamei și Copilului este 
cel mai înaintat centru medical dar când l-am 
vizitat am văzut că lipseşte o tehnologie modernă, 
echipament și material medical, situaţie care 
plasează România cu 25 de ani în urma ţărilor 
Occidentale. Biblioteca Naţională Medicală nu are 
fonduri pentru a cumpăra cărți și a face 
abonamente la publicaţii medicale. Singurele cărți 
pe care le au, sunt donate sau cumpărate cu 
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cupoane de la UNESCO. Biblioteca nu are un 
sistem de computere. 

In Bucureşti au fost 5 orfelinate dar două s'au 
închis în 1990. Am vizitat Orfelinatul Nr. 1 care | 
începutul anului a avut 800 de copii dela 0 la 3 anu 
şi acum are numai 400. Anul acesta au fost admisii 
numai 12 copii noi. Numai 1% din acești copu 
sunt orfani, ceilalți sunt copil abandonaţi. 

Copiii erau bine îngrijiţi şi hraniti, aveau o 
mulţime de haine si jucării donate. Numărul 
îngrijitoarelor este limitat şi comunicarea lor cu 
copiii lasă de dorit. Un punct slab al sistemului 
medical în România îl constituie lipsa surorilor de 
caritate. In ultimii 12 ani toate școlile de 
specializare pentru surori au fost închise, 
ajungându-se astăzi în situaţia de a avea nevoie de: 
16.000 de surori. In toamna aceasta s'au deschis 41 
de școli, însă până acum nu există un plan de 
învățământ, suficienţi profesori sau cărți. 

“Project Hope’’ este în curs de a definitiva un 
vast plan pentru România, concentrându-se în moc 
informaţii medicale şi administrația spitalelor. 

Cursul de reanimare a noilor născuţi a fost bine 
primit de pediatrii români. Sunt în curs de a mă 
adresa profesorilor de la Spitalul RAINBOW şi de: 
la Academia Americană de Pediatrie, să ne ajute 
ca acest curs să fie predat la toate maternitatile di 
România și în acelaş timp să furnizeze echipament 
medical de reanimare tuturor spitalelor în care se 
nasc copii. Am mari speranţe că acest proiect va 
avea un rezultat pozitiv. Mă rog şi nădăjduiesc că 
prin efort şi ajutor internaţional, scumpa noastră 
tara, România, la începutul secolului 21 va ajunge: 
la nivelul ţărilor din Vestul Europei. % 

Dr. Sanda Constantini 


COLINDE 


Mânăstirea ** Adormirea Maicii Domnului” 
din Rives Junction, Michigan, vă prezintă şi 
anul acesta caseta de colinde româneşti, colinde 
vechi cu melodii bătrânești, pe care Românii 
din America nu le-au mai auzit până acum. 
Vocile simple, nesofisticate (necizelate) ale 
maicilor, ne trezesc în minte imaginea unui 
grup de copii, colindând în noaptea de 
Crăciun, la fereastra unei case ţărăneşti. 

Aşadar, imbogatiti-va repertoriul muzical de 
Crăciun cu colinde noi. 

Cei amatori să cumpere, pot să ceară caseta 
prin scris sau telefon la DORMITION 
MONASTERY, 3389 RIVES EATON RD., 
RIVES JUNCTION, MICHIGAN 49277 
Telefon: (517) 569-2873. «4 


SARBATORI CRESTINESTI St DATINI 
ROMÂNEŞTI In Timpevur SFANTULUT 
Post Ar CRăCIUNULUI 


Postul ca disciplină și ascultare 

început la 15 Noembrie, postul 

dumnezeiestii întrupări și nașteri a 

Domnului nostru Lisus Hristos. Această 
erioadă de 40 de zile preînchipuie chinurile 
mului înainte de Hristos, lacrimile pe care le-a 
ărsat omenirea în așteptarea ‘‘plinirii vremii,” 
uspinurile credincioșilor Vechiului Testament 
upă ' Mesia”! cel vestit de proroci; preînchipuie si 
ostul lui Moise în Muntele Sinai, înainte de a 
rimi Tablele Legii, pe care le-a respectat şi 
Mântuitorul Hristos in Muntele Carantanei, 
emâncând 40 de zile şi 40 de nopţi, pentru a ne 
rata nouă cari credem în El, că postul este sfânt si 
ebuiește respectat ca o poruncă dumnezeiască. 


Sfânta Biserică a rânduit posturile, pentruca 
dată cu înfrânarea dela carne, ouă si lapte, să ne 
uratim si inima de păcat, cum spune Profetul 
saia: ““Degeaba ne chinuim, încovoind capul ca o 
estie și ne culcăm in sac și în cenuse, pentruca 
ost înseamnă să fim buni, să rupem lanţurile 
edreptăţii, să adăpostim în case pe cei fără de 
amin, să dăm haine celor goi’’ — (Cap. 58), iar 
vremea noastră ar însemna ca în timpul postului 
ne rugăm mai mult, să frecventăm bisericile, să 
e mărturisim păcatele și să-L primim pe Hristos 
nindu-ne cu El în taina Sfintei Cuminecături. 
Pentru aceasta a instituit Biserica zile de post, 

u pentrucă ar socoti spurcat ceeace intră în gura 
mului. Este adevărat că mâncarea de carne 
boseste stomacul și-l imbatraneste și intoxică 
upul cu mai multe otrăvuri, iar cei cari mănâncă 
getale trăiesc mai mult; dar totuși, pentru 

easta nu trebuie să socotim postul ca o dietă 
edicală. El trebuieste respectat pentruca, dată 
rimilor oameni în Eden. Postul vine din raiu, iar 
tăzi este o poruncă a Bisericii, fata de care noi ca 
i binecredinciosi avem îndatorirea ascultării și a 
isciplinii. Străbunii noştri ortodocși români, acolo 
tara de unde am venit, întotdeauna au mâncat 
toate, s'au bucurat și s'au veselit, dar la 
roacele orânduite de Biserică au postit, arătând 
in aceasta că ştiu să fie şi ordonati cari respectă 
nduielele. 

î o rațiune simplă: trupul îmbuibat cu 
vâncări grele se leneveste și aproape întotdeauna 
evine prilej de păcat. Pentrucă păcatul ce este? O 
ezordine, o lipsă de disciplină. Biserica nu cere 


dela noi imposibilul. Mâncarea de post este bună si 
se găseşte peste tot. Biserica are înţelegere fata de 
copii, de bătrâni și de bolnavi; dar în acelaș timp, 
cere acelora, cărora Dumnezeu le-a dat sănătate ȘI 
putere, să-și facă datoria, să intre într'o ordine, să 
fie ascultători, să dea dovadă că prin Sfântul Botez 
de bunăvoie au primit poruncile și și-au luat 
angajamentul să le împlinească. 


> 


Sărbători, credinţe, datini... 

omânia a fost o țară de agricultori si de 

păstori. O ţară creștină ortodoxă, unde 

oamenii fiind mai în contact cu natura și cu 
Dumnezeu, s'au orientat și și-au împărţit 
activităţile lor practice după calendarul bisericesc; 
tot așa au făcut și cu obiceiurile, cu credinţele 
populare, cu datinele din bătrâni; le-au legat de 
sfinți si de sărbătorile din calendarul creștin. 

Incă dela începutul postului de iarnă, în 
diferitele regiuni ale țării se tin “‘filipii,’’ ca să fie 
apărate vitele oamenilor de fiarele sălbatece, care 
vin din pădure și le atacă. De fapt ““filipii”” arată 
ziua sfântului Apostol Filip, pe care Biserica l-a 
pus în calendar, la 14 Noembrie. 

Acesta era din Betsaida Galileii, din acelaş oraș 
cu Petru si Andrei, ştia carte, studiase la sinagogă 
legea Vechiului Testament și proorociile. A fost 
chemat la apostolie de însuși Mântuitorul. Mai pe 
urmă, el l-a recomandat Mântuitorului pe 
Bartolomeu si amândoi acești apostoli au rămas 
prieteni nedespartiti până la moarte. Ei au predicat 
creştinismul in Asia. 

Sfântul Filip n'a fost căsătorit. Avea o soră, care 
îl îngrijea si care l-a urmat si în călătoriile lui 
misionare. Au fost prinși amândoi de păgâni din 
cetatea lerapolei și rastigniti cu capul în jos pe un 
stâlp; aşa s'au încununat ca apostoli și martiri. 

Poporul român leagă amintirea lor de pericolul 
fiarelor sălbatece, pentrucă în acest timp, in 
regiunile de munte începe iarna. Ciobanii cu 
turmele coboară de pe plaiuri, părăsind strungile și 
îşi adăpostesc oile si vitele în sat, în tarcuri 
îngrădite cu nuiele. In timpul iernii, lupii sar 
gardurile fără nici o greutate si fură oile din 
bătătură. Românii s'au rugat întotdeauna lui 
Dumnezeu sau sfinţilor, pentru a-i ocroti de fiarele 
sălbatece sau de deslantuirea forțelor naturii. 
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La 1 Octombrie, de ziua Acoperamantului 
Maicii Domnului, a avut loc la Mânăstirea 
Schimbării la Faţă din Statul Pennsylvania, 
ceremonia tunderii în monahism a Sorei Mary- 
Ellen. Tunderea câtorva fire din părul capului 
celui care devine călugăr este simbolică. Este 
semnul supunerii; așa cum spune Profetul Isaia 
despre Mântuitorul, care avea să se supună 
Tatălui întru toate, acceptând patima fără să se 
opună: ‘‘Ca un miel fără de glas înaintea 
celui ce-l tunde” (Is. 53:7). Sorei Mary-Ellen 
i s'a schimbat şi numele, pentru că tunderea în 
monahism este un al doilea botez: lepădarea 
omului vechi si îmbrăcarea îngerescului chip. 
Ea se numește acum maica Teodora. 

Maica Teodora s'a născut evreică. A fost 
profesoară de limba franceză în New York, 
apoi s'a convertit la Ortodoxie, pentru că a 
găsit foarte multă asemănare între ceeace facem 
noi în biserică și între religia Vechiului 
Testament. Apoi Duhul Sfânt a îndreptat-o 
către viaţa ascetică. A devenit mireasă a lui 
Hristos, deoarece taina călugăriei însemnează 
căsătoria mistică a sufletului cu mirele Isus 
Hristos. 

Aproape toate cele 12 maici dela Mânăstirea 
Schimbări la fata au titluri universitare, iar în 
viata civilă au avut profesiuni, salarii şi poziții 
la care au renunţat pentru dragostea lui lisus 
Hristos. ‘‘Ce i-ar folosi omului, dacă ar 
dobândi lumea întreagă și şi-ar pierde 
sufletul? Sau ce poate da omul în schimb 
pentru sufletul său?” Mc.8: 36-37. Acestea 
sunt sfaturi evanghelice care îl fac pe om să se 
gândească mai departe decât la ziua de mâine 
‘sau la planul de pensie. Cand in România 
“cineva se face călugăr, parcă nu este o grozavă 
renunțare — de multe ori viata de mânăstire 
este mai confortabilă decât sărăcia de acasă. 
Aici în America însă, unde pentru tineri toate 
căile sunt deschise, toate șansele unei vieţi pline 
de plăceri păcătoase, plus mijloacele de a ti le 
satisface, intrarea în mânăstire este, într'adevăr 
dovada unei profunde credinţe în Dumnezeu si 
renunțare la deșertăciunile lumii acesteia. 

Maicile dela Ellwood City sunt americance. 
“Tot respectul fata de puterea lor de 
abnegaţie. % 


Corespondent 


Cont. de la pag. 20 
Praznicul Intrării în Biserică 

upă naşterea Maicii lui Dumnezeu, sfinţii 

părinţi Ioachim și Ana, fiind înaintați în 

vârstă si cunoscând dela Arhanghelul Gavril, 
care sunt planurile lui Dumnezeu cu această copilă, , 
s'au bucurat foarte mult dar s'au și temut să o ţină | 
acasă. Incă dela naştere au făgăduit să o închine 
lui Dumnezeu, iar zilele lor pe pământ erau 
puţine. Deaceea, la vârsta de trei ani au dus-o la 
Ierusalim la templu si au încredinţat-o în mâinile 
arhiereului Zaharia: Se spune că Fecioara Maria 
când s'a văzut în templu, a întrat în “Sfânta 
Sfintelor,” unde numai arhiereul putea să intre, şi 
ei au lăsat-o acolo să stea în rugăciune, în cântare 
si în convorbire cu Dumnezeu, fiind servită de 
îngeri si hrănită în chip minunat cu hrană 
cerească. La vârsta de 12 ani a fost încredinţată 
ocrotitorului, păzitorului si logodnicului ei Iosif, 
care a fost martorul marei minuni a întrupării și 
nașterii Domnului nostru lisus Hristos. 

Intrarea in Biserică este o sărbătoare foarte 
importantă în istoria mântuirii oamenilor. Deaceea 
şi Sfinţi Părinţi au pus această zi în calendar la 21 
Noembrie, fiind socotită ca cea mai mare 
sărbătoare religioasă din postul Crăciunului, 
premergătoare Naşterii Mântuitorului Hristos. 
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